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F16. 1.—Section of the Smith map, 1624, showing the country occupied by
the Monacan.
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with sites of Indian towns added
mAD of 1824, fgure 1.

Fra. 2.—Detail of a recent survey,
For comparison with




COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINI

Department of Historic Resources

Molly Joseph Ward 2801 Kensington Avenue, Richmond, Virginia 23221 Julie V. Langan
Secretary of Natural Resources : Director

Tel: (804) 367-2323
Fax: (804) 367-2391
www.dhr.virginia.gov

October 16, 2014
Friends of Buckingham County
Ms. Dinah Simonini
237 Karuna Lane
Buckingham, VA 23921

RE: Late Woodland Villages
Dear Ms. Simonini:
As per our recent conversation, it was common practice during the Late Woodland time period (AD
900 — 1650) for Virginia Indians living in the mountains or piedmont to burial their dead within the
village complex. Under normal circumstances, the deceased were interred in or near households.
The large villages found dating to this time period can, therefore, be considered cemeteries and are
covered under Virginia cemetery and burial laws. ¢
I hope all is well.
Sincerely,

P70 P BB

Michael B. Barber, Ph.D., RPA

State Archaeologist
Administrative Services Capital Region Office Tidewater Region Office Western Region Office Northern Region Office
10 Coutthouse Ave. 2801 Kensington Avenue 14415 Old Courthouse Way 962 Kime Lane 5357 Main Street
Petersburg, VA 23803 Richmond, VA 23221 2™ Floor Salem, VA 24133 PO Box 519
Tel: (804) 862-6408 Tel: (804) 367-2323 Newport News, VA 23608 Tel: {540) 387-5443 Stephens City, VA 22655
Fax; (804) 862-6196 Fax: (804) 367-2391 Tel: (757) 886-2818 Fax: (540) 387-5446 Tel: (540) 868-7029

Fax: (757) 886-2808 Fax: (540) 868-7033
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Attachment 5 ,_

group of Indians, in the

he had watched a
ik seiemn y to the

hm‘zam; for a party passing, about

30 years ago, through the part of
the country where this barrow is,

went through the woods directly to

it, without any. msfma"mns or
mg sz‘azd about i

sorrow,
which they had left about

half a dozen miles o pay this vistt,
and pursued thelr journey.

Keith Egloff &
Deborah Woodward

Speucer Adass
15103 W Jxmes Anderson Hwy
uckingbam, VA 23921-3121
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“Consequently the discovery of other sites along the course of the
James, where the dead had heen buried in shallow pits scattered
-through the village. suggests that some other tribe or tribes may have
preceded the Afonacun. Numerous signs of Indian occupancy have
‘s heen encountered on Elk Island, a large island in the James a short
. distance below the mouth of the Rivanna, but there is no reasou to
believe it was ever ‘occupied by the important village of Rassawek.
The burials discovered on the island do not appear te have been.of
: Monacan origin: however, related Sivuan trikes could have occupied
this and ather sites in the valley of the James.

 MONAHASSANUGH

“As Mooney has so c]early ‘shown, the Monahdssanugh of bxmth
work® (p. 37): “ The Tutelo and ‘\apam tribes: must be cms1dered

nahassanugh and Nahyasan are other forms.of Yesar, the name

have been the generic term used by all the tribes of this connection
fo designate them as a people.” And again (p. 31): “ In Nahyssan
¢ have the Monahassanugh of Smith, the Hanohaskie of Batts, and
_:the Yesang of Hale. The last is evidently the generic root word, the
- prefix #o, Mona, or Na in the other forms probab}y iving a specific
- Jocal application to the common term. Thus from Lederer’s statement
. that Sapon was a Nahyssan town ive understand that the Saponi were
4 stbtribe or division of the people who knew themselves as Yesang.”

- The ancient village of 1 "%immhasmnuvh is believad 1o have stood

some miles above and below the site; while on- the . -opposite side
cizf‘ is nse. abruptlv steep, rug W{*d and hroken. The site vesembles
at {}f ’k!auhmnwo or Monacan Town, although the relative position

on the right.
5tmze mzp}mm_nu have heen f(nmd scattered over.amuch Gf the

were the Tutelo of later narratives, To quote’ from<his interesting -
together. Their history under either pdme begins in 70,5, . 0

ven themselves by the last surviving Tutelo, and which seems-10.

on the left bank of the James, about tf miles up the stream from
Vingina, in. Nelson Cmmtv' The river is here ‘bordered on the
notth, or left bank, by broad ‘fertile bottom lands which s:xtmé for

bt the chiffs and low ground is reversed, the former being on the left
Twink ol the river and the Jatter, which wag z,scgug:'wd by the village,

aﬁowhmc% &f whztx; qmru and of brownish quartzite

~xmmmm fragments of

_‘oneg, James, The Siouan tnbes of. the E:v:t ?uﬂ. 22, Bur. .\mer Eth~
\\ashmgtan. 1804, L _ .
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The site was visited bv Fowke about the year 18gz. He wrote_
" The Indian Lffi}‘l from the Shenandouh valley, through Rockhsh gap, '
island near Norwood. Tor 5 miles below .
m"%?vz{hare: 5.0 sﬁcc&sﬁmzx of pools and mpa,,ls,' with smany
frge rocks in the channel which are covered only in time of high
water. The hills on the south with scarcely an exception reach 4
the water, there being only a few narrow strips of level ground:: @n_ :
the north the bottom lands are wide and continuous. ‘
“ The only indications of Indian occupancy on the southern srcﬁe
it thiis vicinity are opposite the island. On the porthern side, }mwwﬁr, :
aboriginal remains nwy be found on every farm. They are m@ﬁt '
abunda the }mda . . .. thyes miles below Noy
L of 1870 and 1877 disclosed numerous
pr obah iy anore than 200 in all, contaiming burned stones, p)ﬁ:cﬁ-; 0%
pottery, arrowheads, and great quantites of gquartz chips. They are
i nearly straight rows, from 23 to 50 feet apart, and extend for
several haridred yards along the river” Many stone implements were *
discovered, and © all these-things pom!L to a village of. consider; ablg -
size, but 2 most careful search of the whole area, especially along
the river bank and in the numerous gullies, failed to rcveal a bone.-
oi any description.” '
The material recovered was similar to that found on tbe sste of-
Monasukapanough, on the banks of the Rivanma; to-be dastrzbed SR
the following section. The chipped ax- or celt-like implements. fo;md'
i both sites are the most characteristic of all the objects recovered,
Three typical examples from the James River site are shown .,
figure 4, for comparison with others fmmrl on the bfmkq of the‘
Rivanna, plate 5. : :
Fowke's fmiz;z‘e 0 zimcw&: 2 Q&!}EE&&E}X; or to ﬁnd any trace

jdl‘*‘m‘s

dad. "z&aya Qi hze, '{,zmlmmmd?y a lasgﬁ burial mound, or possib
sexeral ange smm} on-the low grounds }ogdenpg the left hank of th
T e the  Indian Gr'wﬁs of earty records; were probably

— whave —beezr emmnnered i many iaralities botrwere des“imed to be
Jcstroyed when the land was cleared and cultivated; scon. a 2

' Fowke., G ,emrd, .’\rcheobnsc investigations in James and Pe‘comac
Bull, 23, Bur. Amer. B thnol.,, Washington, 18p4.
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ptg (Nelson s’f?#'i!w{‘/} ~=Tho een Tug brenowell ~Rodehe ol
WL e bhine, and in %pltu of the fact that rm} and’s pub-
’ Dshed data on the area (Holhm 1‘)5)() ﬁ{,zt!bb blusit Fowke does not
mention this in his survey, the | lut ovial BE
‘muterinl (Mo 186157) coll i ]
Yerard Fowke. The habit the Jumes River on tha
bank ezl mflmu 1‘<*nw?xlaf 200 yards along the steewm and is 75 &
100 yurds wide Holland had prevmusly collected when the field was
under alfalfn, bub ab our visit it was under corn, making surfnce-
collecting conditions move ideal. Becuuss of the cultivated condition
of the site no atbempts woere mado {o lent vxeavate. Since the chips,
point fragmeuts, and sherdy of both Hollind’s collections and owrs
came from exunetly the swmg aves, they were combined and restudied
: necording to the typology of this report.
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8 BUREAT OF AMURICAN RIINOLOGY [Bull 160

Aecotink (Fairfaw County) —Sherds collected by Wilson in 1894;
U S.N. M. Nos. 189502 smd 147682,

.uf’ﬂi“ (n‘.
g o

of 4 small
, ver,n lurge
sottom land miv};dn aimw %um mvv 5 ,,}g(,: base z:; mﬁl ny Lills, The
site 1s almost directly south ofal Arga '1yd roclectric plant on the James
River and extends some 150 feet in length and 50 feet in width along
a slight rise of land. The area was under corn and truck-garden culti-
vation at the time of the first collection and under winter weeds at the -
second cxamination, There appea ;Qd io be 1o %p{h or c‘m‘sﬂﬂm,mhan
{o the deposx Ly with all tho o
biects wid 1 o
o Although the soil discoloration could not be efx.sﬁ y determmcd
between the site and swrrounding land, the Iimits of the distribution
of the artifacts easily defined he site as a roughly oblong village site.

¥ 3o s

o m

g‘ %O%Sfe;z?k site ( Zé’f:fcfamgizam Gounty) —On the south
9 s T

‘{zi{“ river hank b

(mght} bank

?s‘imr‘wu 2, thove is 4 wtﬂupm

58

tween b
apack. The hmy fation site i on fwm separa
with some of the materials eroding on the Jope.. The upper terrace
was 10 feot nbm ‘o thoe lower, ‘Whl(‘h rose 16 feet above the water level.
Holland describes the site and materials briefly (Holland, 1950), but
ba tarned over all the artifacts collected from the surface and mmor'
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Time Periods in Virginia Prehistory
and History

Because the study of Vitginia's diverse
cultaral regions reveals patterns of historical
development that are unique to cach region,
chronological  frameworks ~ for historic
contexts can vaty considerably from region
to region and even from county to county.
Based on survey and planning work
completed in Virginia, the following
sequence of time periods has been broadly

defined as a basis for understanding
prehistotic and historic cultural
developments.

e Prchistoric Natdve American

Settlement
o Settlement to Society (1607-1750)
» Colony to Nation (1751-1789)
e Fatly National Pedod (1790-1829)
o Antebellum Period (1830-1860)
e Civil War (1861-1865)
o Reconstriction and Growth (1866-

1916)
‘o World War I to World War 1T (1917~
1945)
e The New Dominion (1946 to the
present)
Prehistoric Native American

Settlement and European Settlement
to Society {1607-1750)

Prior to thc English setdement at
Jamestown in 1607, the James River basin
between the fall line at what would become
Richmond and the Blue Ridge Mountains
had long been inhabited by Native
Americans. When attempting to travel up
the James River past the falls, Captain
Christopher Newport was warned by 2
Powhatan Indian that “it was a days and 2

-~ HistoryTech, LLC ’

2014

mith's early 177 =

the Monacan

r left corner)
present-d: ina. Rassawek was
iocaied.ﬁjame;c_qnﬂgxeﬁce..'af iedamesand
Rivanna Rivers near present-day Columbia. ¥
halfe jorney to Monanacah,” a tribe that was
the enemy of the Powhatan people. The
Mounacans, or “Monanacah” that Captain
John Smith spoke of held most of Virginia’s
Piedmont region, and occupied five illages
along the James River. The westernmo
village, called “Monahassanough,” was said
t6 have been located near the present-day
community of Wingina. A key Monacan traileg,
crossed the James River at Norwood, ¢
passed through the “savannahs” between
Buffalo Ridge and Findlay’s Mountain, and
crossed  the Blue Ridge Mountains at
Rockfish Gap.

The area has yielded evidence of these eatly
inhabitants of the region for .nany.

;gﬁ‘fms&ﬁéﬂéfin 1894; archeologist Gerard

Fowke noted that,

Por 5 miles below the river [Norwood];
the bottom lands [on the north side] ate |
wide and continuous... Aboriginal |
semains may be found on every far
They ate most abundant on the lands of |
Mz. Alexander Brown [Union Hill] and |
Mr. Russell Robinson, 3 miles helow
Norwood... The floods of 1870 and}

5’31 s |12
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204 Appendix 1

under the Late Woodland 11 section, required distinguishing featares from
multiple late precontact occupations. Excavations at the Point of Fork site,
which yielded early evidence of maize, éntailed limited salvage work not
included in this study.

The anma Site {441\754)

A=6). The: L%ccha@al@gicai Soc‘cf:y of Vi gmias 1971 excavau s at Wingina
in the western Piedmont under the direction of MacCord (1974) produced .~
postmold: pattersss, pit features, and- artifacts diagriostic of periods rangings .
from the Middle Archaic to Lare Woodland. Twelve features were identified,
including three shallow pits containing pottery, four concentrations of fires ™
cracked rock, and four postmold patterns. An elliptical postmold pattern 4t
the site measured approximately 5 by 6 meters. Charcoal from one of the
postmolds assocmtui with thxs pattern returned a LateWoodland I radiocar-. .

ponent athgma is matked by the prescnce of 31 steatite bowl fmgm .
The Wingina site reflects tutermittent occupation. of the ﬁco&plam during

the Late Archaic and more mtemxvc occupations during the Middle andTars -

Woodland, Application of Klein’s (1994:321) absolute seriation equation tc
Wingina featares produced dates of approximately 4.p. 900~1000.

The Wood Site (44nE143)

Located 750 meters upsiream (west) of the Wingina site, the Wood site s

sn:uated Wathm a broad and shghﬂy undulamng east trending terracz
At TiSes tic surface collection hiss
indicated that the Wood site measures 200 meters east to west.and. 50 me-
ters north to south, a??rommately the same dimensions as the ngma S
Wood site excavations produced evidence of architecture and pit featurs:

dated to the Late Woodland I phase. Patterning in these features suggests tho-
Piedmont groups resided in compact, unpalisaded communities, composz -

of several household clusters that included small domesm: structures wiz
external storage pits.

Thirty-three pit features at the Wood site were assigned to thie Late Woc2-
land period through radiocarbon assays, absolute dating of ceramics, and -
agnostic artifacts (Gallivan 1995). As reported in table A-1, the uncalibra -
results of radiocarbon dates from feature 27 (990 = 100 B.p), feature laizs -
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- salvage work not
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cwranions at Wingina
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- ==z were identified,
.z izsrratons of fire-
"z ::zmold pattern at
.. —om. one of the

-2 Z5and I radiocar-

- Z:mensions could

_ -z Archaic com-

2 adplain during
+ v -l Siddleand Late

.7..Tzn equation to

L3O,

.. wme Wood site is
" oomending terrace
. zecollection has
- =5r and 50 me~
<= = Fingina site.

B

2 pit featares

. WIS SgRests that

.. —iiZas composed
% Tactares with

222 Late Wood-
- :o7xmics, and di-
w5 zacalibrated
Zzemore 1a (850

pottery, suggesmng chronologz al plac

_tion of Wood’s postmold patterns and to evaluate the validity of the proposed
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Table A~7. Absolute seriation of Wood site feature ceramics

Mean Sherd % Diegt’d.

Number Mean Sherd Temper Size and Years  Datean.

Peature  of Sherds  Thickness {mm) (i) Stamped Bp  (+/-188)
18 16 7.5 0.45 0 913 1037
43 19 7.75 0.55 0 ~948 1002

Note: Uses Klein's (1994:321) absolute seriation {uncalibrated).

* 80 B.2), and post 94 (910 * 80 B.2) overlap at the one-sigma level. Tests
of radiocarbon assay contemporaneity indicate that the difference hetween
these assays is not statistically significant at the .05 level (F=153,t=1.24),
implying the features” approximate contemporaneity. Averaging the radio-
carbon dates with Long and Rippetean’s (1 974:206-210) method produced
a result of 908 * 54 B.p. (a.D. 1042 * 54) from the feature 27, feature 1a,
and post 94 assays, a result that calibrates to 4.D. 10171287 ot the. two-sigma

. range. Absolute seriation of ceramics from two additional features (table A-7)

also produced eleventh~century A.p. dates (uncalibrated).

Thus two independent chronological methods produced uncalibrated
datesof ¢irea 4.0..1000-1050 for Wood site fearures , indicating that much of
the feature construction at Wood occurred during a relatively brief interval
within the Late Woodland I phase. The five contexts dated with absolute
chronological methods, in addition to the Wood site plow zone, contained
almost exclusively Albemarle series ceramies with. fabr1c~nnprcsscd or plain

»surfaces Based on this pattern, Albemarle fabnc—xmpressed and plain-ce=
_ramics served as diagnostic indicators of the Late Woodland. L cmc:upauon at

Wood. The 33W00d site features 3551gned to the Late Woodland { occupatmn'

through cither radmcarbon assays, absolute ceramic dates, or diagnostic argis
facts included five storage pits, four hearths, two postheies and one suucture.

ﬁGOL

Excavations uncovered a dense scatter of 350 postmolds at the Wood site,
Five elliptical to circular postmold patterns were noted in the field {strucmrf:s
A~E in figure A-7). These hypothesized patterns roughly matched ethnohis-

torical descriptions of circular to elhptu:a} ciomestxc a:chmcctuml floor plans.
Each included at least one post sta ~

an effort to Introduce a level.of m‘qtzcmtv and rcphcabﬂlty to the reco




0 Feet 780

Contour Interval: 5 fest

= Figure A-6. Floodplain in the vicinity of the Wood and Wingina sites,
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Table A-8. Architectural attributes at the Wood site ;

Mean Post Mean Post Floor Area
 Swucure  Length (m)  Width (m) Diameter (1) Depth (in) . (sq.m)

A 5.5 3.1 0.14 0.14 1338
B 6.4 3.1 0.12, 0.13 15.57
€ 5.8 — 0.14 0.11 26.41
"D 33 - - 0.13 0.10 11.94
E 5.6 4.0 0.15 0.17 +17.98

disposal practices and site formation Processes resulted in the deposition of
portions of the same vessel in these contexts, the resultant pattern supports
the notion that domestic structures were contemporaneous with spatially
_proximate, ei{érnal pit fcatures containing Albemarle ceramics.
~ The Wood sme:reﬁccts aspects of settlement structure at the community

" hamlets arrayed in a generally linear fashion parallel to the James. Relatively
.dense fébr;cénﬁrz{ﬁon&kczf ‘artifacts that make up the Wood and Wingina sites

" are iiiterspersed with smaller, outlying sites in close proximity. Given the
diversity of artifacts (e, lithic debitage, stone tools, pottery, fire-cracked
“woick, sud ije;ctiie poinss) recovered from the outlying locations, these may
epresent residential settlements rather. than limited activity areas. Although

- not all setdements in the vicinity of Wingina were contemporaneous, the
survey evidence records substantial floodplain use in this area during the
opening Late Woodland centuries. The overall pattern does not clearly fit
models of dispersed or nucleated settlement (Turner 1992; Potter 1993).or
a2 model contrasting “céﬁipacc clasters” and “linear arrangerments” (Mouer
1983:27) but sﬁggr;sgs,aépects of all of these patterns, ' e
¢ Spatial patterning relative to the househiold acena appears in the Wood site’s
architectural patterns, pit features, and cross-mended ceramics. Five storage

its and five postmold patterns representing domestic structures occur in the
Xcavation a{gea. Cmss—mended‘ k:m‘a;mics link internal 2nd. exterrial pits. at

e Wood site. Given this association between houses and contemporaneous
eatures located immediately outside the structure, four of the five houses at
Wood appear to be associated with a storage pit. The spaial organization of
households at the opening of the Late Woodland period in the James River
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James River Chiefdoms

The Rise of Social Inequality in the Chesapeake
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